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What "Can | Afford This Boat" Actually
Requires

The purchase price is the smallest honest question. Storage, insurance, a
maintenance reserve, and fuel are the recurring cost a payment calculator never
shows.

The purchase price answers the smallest part of the question

"Can | afford this boat" almost always gets answered by looking at the purchase price or the
monthly loan payment. Neither one includes storage, insurance, a maintenance reserve, or fuel,
the recurring costs that keep running every year the boat is owned. A boat that's comfortably
affordable to buy can still be a stretch to actually own once those are added in.

All-in affordability means the recurring cost plus a reserve

A genuine affordability check adds annual storage, insurance, a maintenance reserve, and fuel
on top of whatever the purchase itself costs, and checks the total against your actual budget,
not just whether the loan payment clears. All-In Boat Affordability runs that full check directly,

including a reserve check so a "yes" doesn't come with zero cushion for the first unplanned
expense.

Working backward from a budget instead of a price

Sometimes the more useful question is reversed: given what you can actually spend annually,

what boat price does that support once recurring costs are subtracted first? Boat Price From
All-In Budget solves for that maximum price directly, rather than starting from a boat you like
and hoping the numbers work out.

Cash allocation and the first year's real cash need

Affordability isn't only about the annual number, it's also about how cash gets split between a
down payment and a reserve for the unexpected, see Down Payment vs Repair Reserve. And

the first season carries its own cash requirement beyond the down payment: taxes, registration,
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gear, and initial reserve funding all land in that first year, which First-Year Boat Cash
Requirement adds up explicitly. If the timing of a purchase itself is in question, waiting and
saving has its own cost, covered in Save, Rent, or Buy Now.

What to actually check before calling a boat affordable

e The full recurring cost, not just the payment, since that's what runs every year regardless
of financing.

e Whether a genuine reserve survives the purchase, or whether affordability was only
checked against the average case.

e What the first year specifically requires in cash, since it's higher than every year after it.

e Whether the honest answer is "not yet," since waiting and saving is a real option with its
own cost, not a failure to plan.
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